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STUART CLARK

From President Jane,

“It was with great sadness that we
learned during today’s club
meeting that Stuart Clark has
passed away. Stuart recently
suffered a serious stroke and had
been moved to St Teresa’s Hospice,
where he passed away peacefully.

Stuart was Club President in 2008-
2009, and we thank him for the
contribution he made to our club
over the years. In particular, his
organisation of the Darlington
Rotary Triathlon, which ran so
successfully for several years.

Stuart was an inventive fundraiser -
we had a super cabaret evening
when Rotarians showcased their
many talents, and | also remember
a hilarious evening in aid of the
Hospice’s new inpatient unit, when
Rotarians spent the night ata
sponsored sleep-in at Stuart’s
Bedding Centre in Victoria Road.

Stuart will be fondly remembered
by many in the club, and our
thoughts are with his family at this
time.”

ANDY TEAGUE

From President Jane,

“It is with great sadness that | share
the news that our Club Secretary,
Andy Teague, passed away on
Thursday, 12th March.

We received the message from
Andy’s wife Jane following today’s
club meeting. Andy’s family and
local Rector were with him, and |
understand that he passed away
peacefully.

Andy had been living with cancer
since 2024. Jane Teague is full of
praise for the care they received in
the NHS and via so many friends
and the ‘Rotary family’.

As Secretary, Andy was
exceptionally efficient and reliable
and supported the club with
dedication and good humour. He
was an active participant in many
events and will be greatly missed.

| am a better person for knowing
him and | know many others will
feel the same. Our thoughts and
deepest sympathy are with Jane
and the whole family.”

Coming Soon

March
Thursday 19"

District Quiz Final — contact Jane
Cook for details

Friday 20™ (Soft Play)

07:15 Breakfast Meeting
Speaker: Sam Binns - “The Ironing
Man”

Friday 27™ (Central Hall)
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting
Speaker: Mark Coleman - Diabetes
UK

April
Friday 3" (Soft Play)
GOOD FRIDAY - No Meeting

Friday 10™ (Central Hall)
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting
Speaker: To be announced

Friday 17™ (Soft Play)
07:15 Breakfast Meeting
Speaker: To be announced

Friday 24™ (Central Hall)
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting
Speaker: To be announced

May

Friday 1°* (Soft Play)
07:15 Breakfast Meeting
Speaker: To be announced

Friday 8™ (Central Hall)

The Meeting - a Birthday and an Assembly
President Jane welcomed 31 members, no guests and
12 apologies were received. Jane gave a short, poignant
Thought for the Day. Alan Charlton’s 90" birthday was
acknowledged and a presentation made.

John Wright: Greetings from Cambridge Rotary, Perth, Australia; Bonus
Ball: Walid Abu-Rajab and John Wright; Wine draw: President Jane pulled
her own number! Health: Walid reported that Bill Carter still improving,
Peter Tindale fell at home and is recovering — best wishes to both of them.

12:15 Lunchtime Meeting
Speaker: To be announced

Other dates for your diary

Club Handover: Friday 26" June —
lunchtime at The Dolphin Centre
from 12:00

District Handover: Sunday 5" July
Sue Campbell becomes DG at The
Fed, Lancaster Road, Gateshead
NE11 9JR from 10:30-15:30
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Blooming Orlando

Our speaker was our own Sue Campbell who, as District
Governor Elect, had recently taken part in the Rotary
International Assembly in Orlando, Florida.

(Pictured with the Flags of the Nations)

Sue started by thanking everyone for the support she
has received after her son-in-law succumbed to cancer aged just 48. She
said, “If Rotary is a family, | have been blessed. Thank you.”

Every District Governor in Rotary completes their training and preparation
at the International Assembly. Now held in Florida, 1600 people from
across the world go through a series of seminars and socials to ensure the
new DGs are ready for their year.

Sue admitted to not knowing what to expect but was surprised, as was her
husband Bill, at how much she enjoyed it. Mixing with
CREATE Rotarians from around the world was interesting and
LASTING stimulating. The incoming Rotary International President,
IMPAFT Olayinka “Yinka” H. Babalola is a charismatic Nigerian who
Rotaryi-<f  \wants us all to Create Lasting Impact, urging members to
focus on sustainable service, welcoming clubs, and personal
transformation.

One of the features of the Assembly is the Cultural Night with everyone
dressed in national costumes. Japanese in kimonos, Indians in saris,
Africans in flowing robes and Germans in lederhosen....and the Brits? In
rugby shirts — we must do better!

After the Assembly Sue and Bill had a chance to tour a bit of Florida and
were slightly freaked when confronting an alligator but were incredibly
fortunate to be in Cape Canaveralon a
Space X launch day, the highlight of the
trip (but don’t tell Rotary).

President Jane gave the vote of thanks,
wishing Sue well for the coming year.

Dolphin Centre

Breakfasts now in Soft Play. The
Dolphin Centre will be serving our
usual Full English or Continental.
All lunches will now be in Central

Hall, entrance in Bull Wynd.

PLEASE NOTE: Card payments only

The New Club (Key Club)

Wednesday 18" March (6.00pm)
Quebec Street Darlington (opposite Wilko’s)

Pie & Peas & gravy and 2 free snooker
tables all night + dominoes

Our annual foray into the world of
pub games

Please contact Gary Blenkinsopp for
full details

“Fifth Friday” Meal

Thursday 28" May
at Bannatyne’s Hotel, Southend Avenue, Darlington, DL3 7HZ
6:30 for 7:00 start.
Cost £22 - book on Event Hub please

Speaker: Michelle Thompson B.E.M.

“A Life of Fundraising the Hard Way - including my recent trek in Peru”

Wild About Darlington
Click for BELLBURN SHEET or SCHOOLS SHEET circulated 13" February
1) BELLBURN Lane allotments full details 2) SCHOOLS full details

To sign up to take part or to find out more contact Michelle Thompson.

Committee Meetings

6pm, Dolphin Centre Function Room or as stated

March 19": Club Service
3" Thursday bimonthly

March 25'": Club Council
4" Wednesday monthly

April 2"9: Community Service
18t Thursday monthly (not August)
Darlington Rugby Club, Blackwell Meadows

April 8": PR & Marketing Group

4pm - Function Room, Dolphin Centre

May 5": International Service
15t Tuesday bimonthly

May 12" Youth Service
2" Tuesday bimonthly
Darlington Rugby Club, Blackwell Meadows

DARLINGTON ROTARY EVENT HUB
Club events are booked by clicking EVENT HUB or using this
QR code. Events are either “Members Only” or “Public” and
can easily be found by scrolling through.

Club Information
Website: click here
Weekly Reports: click here
Club Diary: click here
Facebook: click here
X: @darlrotary
LinkedIn: #darlingtonrotary

Report: Steve Rose Photos: Tony Marshall
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https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=d087776caa853f74&sxsrf=ANbL-n7ydtxDHdg1NJr5g30f3Aj12zC0Qg%3A1773419204848&q=Olayinka+%E2%80%9CYinka%E2%80%9D+H.+Babalola&source=lnms&fbs=ADc_l-byipRaccqV0jmfPhi1DgzPtklXGmVkws8Z_lBff884vwWzYGOXmwhR8m6ZBpcqcPLGZsMcHzb046MbOWR3c9PU2bBabO2S6Ph9oC8jS9uFZHVKupewXVPQnIe1IGMiq2W_Oc-VU1mJBaLTLuoqlanScoHJIwiKf7ZJY47lg6A1Wg4osT_RHUKlehW5njqBw18cPcATxlElZw6Bmsnl16tZNTkK0wreOfV6pj8X7XLGHD5O5fc&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiK8uOupZ2TAxW3QkEAHfHcCe8QgK4QegQIARAB&biw=1280&bih=631&dpr=1.5&mstk=AUtExfClXtdzOZm15aLkXJ8UsfoLeeDz2pxO2vWL5oyz8uaRPBlW-0hvRbIoGKHP6UUMlK3pr1TXfv-WmstYQd_7MjtqgCgwevJCxyuCKOT1x2mgX0NtREyqft7ho5WqB_r2XiCG4cJ7VO-egJzKv9iWDbMvCVDWrEHSLyN1s51VF1xjZOHckxu8Qs33I7tNw8fZqLor7Z-92gBC2FmKIQXtRXZPoplfBtxys0Oe8KUWhPrLenoaX7D-GzVFdXGhUFRUsq5Yj9vFyou2OTqigbHNdOfLordy6jjUweelKJxOGaDVtw&csui=3
https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/
https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/about-2
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xevY74IT8ihxRTiPNq_MWmNaq5CffETXSfRysjxGesA/edit?gid=757984568%23gid=757984568
https://www.facebook.com/DarloRotary
http://www.darlingtonrotary.org/event-hub
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aARRqBv37ZKoAVewWw8mtrSNGMoYEGK9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hGau4BYjkTaLlMpjKz3z3pBAD5i8nC5N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xQV73pi1QN3ZuER61h_kOANMAyhdgRXy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lchp9ZNASfNvXyo18CXVPDcv1sYrwJ-i/view?usp=sharing

