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Coming Soon 
 

March 
Friday 27th (Central Hall) 
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting 
Speaker: Mark Coleman - Diabetes 
 

April 
Friday 3rd (Soft Play) 
GOOD FRIDAY – No Meeting 
 

Friday 10th (Central Hall) 
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting 
Speaker: Wendi May ‘Painting the 
Wild: Art, Nature and The Power of 
Creativity’ 
 

Friday 17th (Soft Play) 
07:15 Breakfast Meeting 
Speaker: To be announced 
 

Thursday 23rd  
10:00 Visit to Husqvarna 
Followed by optional lunch at the 
George & Dragon, Heighington 
(Full details overleaf) 
 

Friday 24th (Central Hall) 
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting 
Speaker: To be announced 
 

May 
Friday 1st (Soft Play) 
07:15 Breakfast Meeting 
Speakers: Reid Street School 
Rotakids 
 

Friday 8th (Central Hall) 
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting 
 

Other dates for your diary 
Young Performers Competition: 
Sunday 14th June, 7:00pm  
(Full details overleaf) 
 

Club Handover: Friday 26th June – 
lunchtime at The Dolphin Centre 
from 12:00 
 

District Handover: Sunday 5th July 
Sue Campbell becomes DG at The 
Fed, Lancaster Road, Gateshead 
NE11 9JR from 10:30-15:30 

Friday 20th March 2026 

President Jane welcomed 25 members and 
3 guests of whom two were about to be  
inducted as members. The other guest was 
our speaker Sam Binns “The Ironing Man” - 
18 apologies were received. 
 

The meeting started with kind words spoken 
by President Jane about the sad passing of 
our Club Secretary Andy Teague. She  
reiterated his many kind and efficient 
qualities, stating again that, “I’m a better person for knowing Andy” - 
something we would all concur with. Jane, having spoken about Stuart Clark 
at our previous meeting, then led a few moments of quiet reflection in 
memory of both Andy and Stuart. 
 

Notices from members: Gary Blenkinsopp: The Hit Squad will be clearing 
Bellburn Allotments on Saturday 28th from 9:30 until early afternoon. If you 
can help please let Gary know – The Hit Squad is open to everybody and 
takes on practical tasks to improve gardens and open spaces. 
Mike Daynes: in his first notice given, Mike announced the new Young 
Performers Competition to take place on Sunday 14th June at Darlington 
Community Theatre – details overleaf. 
 

President Jane started her remarks with members health and was pleased 
to report that Peter Tindale is home and recuperating well. She also said 
that Robin Raine had been in touch with Roy Fenner who is temporarily in a 
Care Home following a bout of pneumonia whilst waiting for some 
modifications to his home to be completed – we wish you well Roy. 
 

The President gave the happy news – firstly, Sue Richmond and Pauline 
Culley were inducted as new members to the club (pictured above with 
Pauline on the left, Sue on the right). Jane also ensured we knew that it was 
Red Nose Day as she had distributed red noses to everybody…only a few 
used them! Bah, humbug. Jane went on to congratulate the Quiz Team for 
finishing a creditable second in the District Quiz. Bonus Ball was won for the 
third time in this year by Val Park (no comments!). Then the Secretary 
confirmed that Club Council was on Wednesday at 6:00pm and that next 
week’s meeting is to be at lunchtime with Mark Coleman from Diabetes UK 
speaking.  
 

                                  Our speaker was Sam Binns aka “The Ironing Man”.  
                                   introduced by Peter Barron who had written about him in  
                                   The Northern Echo in 2016, Sam described how he had  

Continued overleaf…. 

                                    
 

 

Any Old Iron 

Mulheim Calling 
President Jane made a link with President Marc in  
Mulheim after our breakfast meeting with members  
who will be going to Germany. Our itinerary was  
revealed and it was agreed we should have more  
meetings like this in the future – well done Jane! 
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Any Old Iron continued 
used his acumen and energy to establish  
and grow his ironing and laundry business. 
Starting in his mother’s house (right) with 
one ironing board and one washing 
machine, Sam now has a thriving business 
that includes 16 permanent staff, laundry 
and dry-cleaning facilities and works 
across the North East and North Yorkshire. He has even washed and ironed 
Lewis Hamilton’s bedsheets (when he was competing at Croft as a young 
man). 
 

By the end of 2019 Sam needed a break and went to Australia where he 
found work but was then trapped by COVID and ended up staying three 
years. During that time his business continued with him managing remotely 
and learning the art of delegation and trust. He then went on to describe 
how he engaged a member of staff, one of many who iron for him at home. 
She needed flexible work conditions because of her circumstances and 
suffering an abusive relationship. Sam realised the flexible hours enabled 
her to work, be economically active and feel fulfilled. He is proud that he  
                                                              employs a number of similarly placed people  
                                                              and that he helps them as well as developing 
                                                              his highly successful business. 

 

              Peter Barron gave a warm vote of thanks to a 
              local success story….especially as this was  
              his first taste of public speaking.   

                                                                 
 
 

Club Information 
Website: click here 

Weekly Reports: click here  
Club Diary: click here 
Facebook: click here  

X: @darlrotary 
LinkedIn: #darlingtonrotary 

Committee Meetings 
6pm, Dolphin Centre Function Room or as stated 

  

March 25th: Club Council 
4th Wednesday monthly  
 

April 2nd: Community Service  
1st Thursday monthly (not August)   
Darlington Rugby Club, Blackwell Meadows 
 

April 8th: PR & Marketing Group  
4pm – Function Room, Dolphin Centre 
 

May 5th: International Service  
1st Tuesday bimonthly 
 

May 12th: Youth Service  
2nd Tuesday bimonthly  
Darlington Rugby Club, Blackwell Meadows 
 

May 21st: Club Service  
3rd Thursday bimonthly  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

DARLINGTON ROTARY EVENT HUB 
Club events are booked by clicking EVENT HUB or using this 
QR code. Events are either “Members Only” or “Public” and 
can easily be found by scrolling through. 

Dolphin Centre 
 

Breakfasts now in Soft Play. The 
Dolphin Centre will be serving our 
usual Full English or Continental. 

 

All lunches will now be in Central 
Hall, entrance in Bull Wynd. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Card payments only  

Wild About Darlington 
Click for BELLBURN SHEET or SCHOOLS SHEET circulated 13th February 
1) BELLBURN Lane allotments full details    2)    SCHOOLS full details 

 

To sign up to take part or to find out more contact Michelle Thompson. 
 
 

Young Performers Competition 
See Darlington’s new talent shine 

 

Sunday 14th June from 7:00pm 
 

At the Darlington Community Theatre 
195-199 Northgate, Darlington DL1 1UB 

 

Tickets £5 available on the Event Hub soon 
 

Visit to Husqvarna Factory 
 

Preston Rd, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6UP 
 

Thursday 23rd April 
 

Tour: 10:00-12:00 
Followed by optional lunch at The 

George & Dragon, Heighington 
 

Limited to 20 places 
 

Book for tour and lunch (or not!) 
using Event Hub 

 

Organised by Gary Blenkinsopp 
 
 
 

“Fifth Friday” Meal 
 

Thursday 28th May 
at Bannatyne’s Hotel, Southend Avenue, Darlington, DL3 7HZ 

6:30 for 7:00 start.  
Cost £22 – book on Event Hub please 

 

Speaker: Michelle Thompson B.E.M. 
“A Life of Fundraising the Hard Way – including my recent trek in Peru” 

 

https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/
https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/about-2
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xevY74IT8ihxRTiPNq_MWmNaq5CffETXSfRysjxGesA/edit?gid=757984568%23gid=757984568
https://www.facebook.com/DarloRotary
http://www.darlingtonrotary.org/event-hub
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aARRqBv37ZKoAVewWw8mtrSNGMoYEGK9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hGau4BYjkTaLlMpjKz3z3pBAD5i8nC5N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xQV73pi1QN3ZuER61h_kOANMAyhdgRXy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lchp9ZNASfNvXyo18CXVPDcv1sYrwJ-i/view?usp=sharing

