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Darlington

Friday 11*" September 2026

Membership? Me?

President lain welcomed 22 members, 1 honorary member and 17
apologies were received.

Notices:

David Hayward asking for volunteer marshals for moonlight memory walk
on 9 October:

Gary Blenkinsopp asking for volunteer marshals for duck race on
September 26™;

Secretary Jane reminded members to contact lan Lyle directly if interested
in a Padel trial session

Ged Wiper won bonus ball.

Tony Marshall reports on a lucky member, “Ken Wiper, who was doing
reception today forgot the wine. Luckily Mike Stephenson, broughtin a
bottle to replace the one Kevin Frame provided when he covered Mike’s
duties at a previous lunchtime. | asked if he would donate it to cover Ken’s
oversight. When it was drawn, Kevin won his bottle of wine back. So, |
refunded him his pound.”

Tony also reports that, “This week the Scampi count
had rocketed, normally 5 or 6, they averaged 9 but
Prem had 10.”

No external speaker but a session with the
Membership Team which is chaired by Jane Bradshaw.
The purpose of the session was to involve all club members in helping
Darlington Rotary remain strong and sustainable over the long term.

The membership team provided an update on current membership, recent
recruitment activity, and how the club compared with others.

We are still the biggest club in the North East and we had a record 9 new
members in 2025-26. Our numbers have maintained over the last 3 years,
but it’s only with a focus on recruitment that this is the case.

The discussion covered membership trends, whether the club needed to
grow, and how well it represented the community it served. We shared
stories of how different people came to be introduced, and members
suggested ways to introduce prospective members, improve club meetings

and events, and raise public awareness. Continued overleaf.....

Charity Donations Made
July 2026

Interact Young Citizen Award £500
Rotary Children’s Funday £1,590
¢ Rotary Young Leaders Award (RYLA) £750
| St. Cuthbert’s Community Project £2,500
Total £5,340
Gary delivers Mgm .
defib training at R,miyf-\ Darlington Assistance for Refugees £240
ShelterBox £590

St. George’s
Bridge Club

NE LIF
INITIATIVE

Total £830

Coming Soon
September

Friday 18" (Soft Play)

07:15 Breakfast Meeting
Speaker: Alan Cowie, “Do | Really
Need a Property Survey?”

Wednesday 23™
18:30 RYLA Presentation Evening
At The Fed, Gateshead - £24

Friday 25" (Central Hall)
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting
Speakers: Josie Bell & Cheryl Ellis
from the NSPCC

October

Friday 2" (Venue TBC)
07:15 Breakfast Meeting
Speaker: High Sheriff of Durham
Arnab Basu

Friday 9™ (Venue TBC)
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting
Speakers: Tracey Wright & Sophie
Snowdon, Great North Air
Ambulance

Friday 16" (Venue TBC)
07:15 Breakfast Meeting
Speaker: Miranda Thain & Emma
Rees, Hullabaloo Theatre

Friday 23 (Venue TBC)
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting
Speaker: TBA

Week of Friday 30™"
Scatter Week

Organised by Nigel Little

No meeting on Friday 30'" October

Members will be asked for
preference of days/times to visit
another club

Board to circulate.

Christmas 2026
Thursday 16": Xmas Magic Concert
Friday 17*: Xmas Message lunch

No meetings on Fridays 24" & 31t
December
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Membership? Me?... continued

Here are just a few of the useful suggestions and comments from club

members - all of which will be taken forward by the team:

- Publicise what/how we are helping as a way of introducing Rotary. E.g.

“Did you know we marshal the 10k run?” “We are Rotary Darlington;”

- Keep the club enjoyable and active;

- Could we have an external focal point such as a wishing well or other
(like the Lions have their bookshop for example);

- Ensure we socialise (mix) more in our meetings to avoid cliques;

- Keep up the programme of interesting speakers;

- Rotary gets you involved with things you may not | 'm“ma’%
otherwise have done; -

- Invite your friends and business colleagues; b oo Gt

or scan the QR code.
- Use the Rotary gazebo more (for events); ¢ DA e ¢
- Look beyond our own demographic (don’t just I B paringion
invite people in your own image); k . l |

The session also included an overview of the
planned PR campaign, which will feature short
videos of people telling their stories, and
concluded with... a free gift! A pack of small
information cards was given to all members
(pic on the right) to carry with them to help
promote our club and its good works at any
opportunity.

Rotary

Darlington

Rotary International is a worldwide network of
1.2 million people who tackle the world's

most persistent problems. Darfington Rotary
is a 70 plus strong group of people dedicated

to helping to improve IMe in our communities.
And having fun doing it..

(The QR code on the card is linked to a special welcome page on the
website.)

Dolphin Centre
Breakfasts continue in Soft Play.
Lunches in Central Hall

No news of a completion date —
current arrangements continue until
further notice.

Thought for the Day

Remembering 9/11
by Nigel Little

On Sept. 11, 2001, almost 3,000
people lost their lives during the
attacks at the Twin Towers, Pentagon
and aboard United Airlines Flight 93.
At 8:46 a.m. EST, American Airlines
Flight 11 (traveling from Boston to
Los Angeles) hit the north tower of
the World Trade Centre in New York
City in what we now know as

the 9/11 terror attacks. At 9:03 a.m.
EST, United Airlines Flight 175
(traveling from Boston to Los
Angeles) hit the south tower of the
World Trade Centre in New York City

Wild About Darlington
Hit Squad Needed!

Please contact Gary Blenkinsopp to help out

ADarImgton ‘D ru g On

“The Hlt 5 uad”

are bac
Gardening at

@07“?»

Rotary (-

4 gellpurn Lane
= Auotments |

. Meét Saturday 10th Octpber z&,ﬁ

<7 at10. 00 am
PR RREAA IR RV
DARLINGTON ROTARY EVENT HUB
Club events are booked by clicking EVENT HUB or using this

QR code. Events are either “Members Only” or “Public” and
can easily be found by scrolling through.

Committee Meetings
6pm, Dolphin Centre Function Room or as stated

Sept. 17": Club Service
3" Thursday bimonthly

Sept. 22" PR & Marketing Group
4.30pm - 22 Glenfield Road

Sept. 23": Club Council
4 Wednesday monthly

October 1°': Community Service
15t Thursday monthly (not August)
The Mowden Pub

October 6™: International Service
1t Tuesday bimonthly

November 8": Youth Service
2" Tuesday bimonthly
The Mowden Pub

Jan. 27" 2027: Membership Group
Quarterly: 4:30pm - 22 Glenfield Road

Club Information
Website: click here
Weekly Reports: click here
Club Diary: click here
Facebook: click here
X: @darlrotary
LinkedIn: #darlingtonrotary

Report: Jane Cook, Jane Bradshaw & Tony Marshall Photos: Tony Marshall
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https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/
https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/about-2
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xevY74IT8ihxRTiPNq_MWmNaq5CffETXSfRysjxGesA/edit?gid=757984568%23gid=757984568
https://www.facebook.com/DarloRotary
http://www.darlingtonrotary.org/event-hub
https://parade.com/1260996/jessicasager/9-11-memes/

