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         Coming Soon 
August 
Sunday 2nd  
From 08:30 Darlington 10K Run 
(aka Darlington Running Festival) 
(Make sure you have your briefing 
details from Ken) 
 

Friday 7th (Soft Play) 
07:15 Breakfast Meeting 
Speaker: Rachel Stocker “My Life 
So Far” 
 

Sunday 9th 
From 12:30 Rotary BBQ 
St. Augustine’s Parish Centre 
Full details overleaf 
 

Friday 14th (Central Hall) 
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting 
Speaker: Malcolm Warne ‘Poacher 
turned Gamekeeper’ - from holding 
power to account to being 
accountable for power 
 

Friday 21st (Soft Play) 
07:15 Breakfast Meeting 
Speaker: Sue Richmond “My Life 
So Far” 
 

Friday 28th (Central Hall) 
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting 
Rotary Darlington Bike Ride Awards 
with Nigel Little and Peter Phillips 
 

September 
Friday 4th (Venue TBC) 
07:15 Breakfast Meeting 
 

Friday 11th (Venue TBC) 
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting 
 

Friday 18th (Venue TBC) 
07:15 Breakfast Meeting 
 

Friday 25th (Venue TBC) 
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting 
 

Also: 
Last week of October will be a 
Scatter Week – being organised by 
Nigel Little – so no meeting on 30th 
October 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Friday 31st July 2026 

President Iain welcomed 33 Rotarians and two guests 
with 10 apologies received. Guests were potential 
members Steven Jackson from You Define You (who 
spoke to us on 3rd July) and Julian Cound from  
Darlington Operatic Society. 
 

Only one notice from members: 
Ken Wiper enthused about Darlington 10K Run taking 
place on Sunday and thanked everyone who had 
volunteered to be a marshal on the course. He 
confirmed that the President had nominated Family 
Help (the Women’s Refuge) as the charity benefitting from the run. Two 
Rotarians may be involved – Alan Cowie (100%), Michelle Thompson (?? %). 
good luck to him/them and everybody else too. 
 

The President started by announcing that he had a bumper crop of 
cucumbers, a glut even, and handed out some to grateful members. 
 

   Secretary Jane reminded that there is a sociable visit to the  
     Quoits Club on Thursday – full details overleaf. 
     The Bonus Ball was number 50 – lucky winner, for the second 
time, was Heather Scott – groans all round. 

The club barbecue is on 9th August – details overleaf.  There are no 
committees in the coming week and next week is another breakfast (due to 
the five Fridays in July) the speaker will be, Rachel Stocker “My Life So Far”. 
 

Our speaker was our own Pauline Culley giving us her “My Life So Far” and it 
is fair to say she described a life full of travel, achievement and humour all 
told in an entertaining way. 
 

Pauline was born on the same day as the UK’s largest hailstones fell in 
Horsham. Some the size of a tennis ball, weighing up to 6.75oz and with 
winds of 85mph, the storm was recorded in the local press (below). 
Fortunately, the weather in Hartlepool was much calmer and Pauline 
arrived into the world as a proud Poolie on a Thursday. As we all know 
according to the saying, “Thursday’s child has far to go”.  
 

By her own admission, Pauline spent more time making others laugh when 
she first went to school, not helped by being in a class of 48. She eventually 
moved to another primary school with smaller classes where she met Sue 
Richmond becoming firm and lifelong friends. When they passed their 11+, 
Pauline and Sue went to the High School where they laid plans to travel 
round the world. Although this did not quite happen as planned, Pauline  

         went on to describe a life of hard work     
         and saving to go travelling on a series of 
         adventures. 
 

        The first of these was funded by cashing 
        in her superannuation having worked for  
        the local hospital and cycling to Portugal 
        with her first fiancé. 

Continued overleaf….. 
                                    
 

Thursday’s Child 
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    Friday 24th (Central Hall) 
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting 

 

Thursday’s Child… continued  
When family illness called her home, she hitched a ride  
in a mini to Paris and cycled back. She earned a living 
by helping her father collect insurance money and when 
she had enough she went on further adventures to  
Greece, Turkey and Israel, ditching her fiancé on the  
way.  
 

And so the stories continued including Amsterdam’s 
red light district and ending up in Germany where she  
met her second fiancé who became her first husband. 
The company eventually sent them to Halifax until, in 
2007, Pauline decided to move to Darlington to be near  
Sue following a bad year that including illness, marriage 
breakdown and children flying the nest. 
 

On meeting Sue’s husband Tony, then leader of the Darlington 
Conservatives, Pauline decided to stand to be a councillor and was 
successful in the Mowden ward. She retired from full-time work, declined a 
position on the Council’s Cabinet and became Chair of the local  
Conservative party which coincided with two Tory MPs being elected in her 
patch. Pauline was awarded an MBE (pic at Windsor Castle above) in 2023 
and will become Darlington’s Mayor in 2027. 
 

    Pauline has two grown-up daughters and   
three granddaughters who probably take up 
more time than her political duties. 

 

Thanks for an entertaining talk was made by 
Jane Bradshaw and the warm applause 
reflected the appreciation felt by all present. 

Club Information 
Website: click here 

Weekly Reports: click here  
Club Diary: click here 
Facebook: click here  

X: @darlrotary 
LinkedIn: #darlingtonrotary 

Committee Meetings 
6pm, Dolphin Centre Function Room or as stated 

  

August 12th: PR & Marketing Group  
5pm – 22 Glenfield Rd 
 

Sept. 1st: International Service  
1st Tuesday bimonthly 
 

Sept. 3rd: Community Service  
1st Thursday monthly (not August)   
The Mowden Pub 
 

Sept. 8th: Youth Service  
2nd Tuesday bimonthly  
The Mowden Pub 
 

Sept. 17th: Club Service  
3rd Thursday bimonthly  
 

Sept. 23rd: Club Council 
4th Wednesday monthly  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

DARLINGTON ROTARY EVENT HUB 
Club events are booked by clicking EVENT HUB or using this 
QR code. Events are either “Members Only” or “Public” and 
can easily be found by scrolling through. 

Dolphin Centre 
 

Breakfasts continue in Soft Play.  
 

Lunches in Central Hall  
 

PLEASE NOTE: Card payments only 
 

Now estimated for completion by 
September (2026)   

Last Call for BBQ 
Sunday 9th August 
From 12:30 
at St. Augustine’s  
Parish Centre, 
Larchfield Street. 
Book on event hub or 
contact GED WIPER  

Tom on a Walk 
 

Tom Nutt will be walking the route of 
the Stockton-Darlington Railway on 
Sunday 9th August starting 8am at 
the old ticket office in Stockton.  He 
is raising funds for his daughter 
Helen’s Mayor’s Charities – these are 
NORTHERN LIGHTS COMMUNITY 
CHOIR and ST. TERESA'S HOSPICE. 
 

Donations: The Mayor’s Good 
Causes Fund    30-98-97    56856068  
 

To sign up email GARY BLENKINSOPP  
  

https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/
https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/about-2
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xevY74IT8ihxRTiPNq_MWmNaq5CffETXSfRysjxGesA/edit?gid=757984568%23gid=757984568
https://www.facebook.com/DarloRotary
http://www.darlingtonrotary.org/event-hub
mailto:wiperg3@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571817700444
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571817700444
https://darlingtonhospice.org.uk/
mailto:gary.blenkinsopp@btinternet.com

