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Kenya Dig It?

President Jane welcomed 25 members and honorary member Roger James
to another busy and noisy breakfast in the soft play area. We understand the
building work is progressing well and that things should return to normal by
July.

Notices:
=z St Teresa's Nicola Myers: The Hospice will be holding their Ruby
i:i = Hospice  pj|l on September 18™ at Hardwick Hall. “Early Bird”
tickets are on sale at £800 for a table of ten - she hopes that Rotarians will
join them in their celebration of 40 years of service to the community;
Michelle Thompson: “Bring a Plant Day” at Bellburn Allotments & @,
will be Wednesday 29" April and Saturday 9" May. She will circulate \ﬂ%g
information about which plants are the best pollinators;

Gary Blenkinsopp: Hit Squad requested to help with the Bishopton

Village Spring Clean — Saturday 16" May 09:30-12:30. Sweeping and
Bishopton " jtter-picking (nothing too heavy); Darlington 10K Run
Ken Wiper: Annual Darlington 10k Marshalling request. ~ Sunday2August
Board circulating — please ensure your mobile details are ,3\
accurate — also, any marshalling duty requests.

DARLINGTON
Borough Counch

President Jane started by reflecting that Rotary’s theme for April is
Environment and how appropriate that is for our club. She was pleased that
“no news is good news” from Walid and that Peter Galt was the weekly
Bonus Ball winner. She had also been doing her research and announced
that today is “National Husband Appreciation Day”...a suitable reaction was
heard from those present which covered both genders!

Jane has received a request from Suzy Hill at Darlington Library for volunteer
drivers on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Not onerous, it requires people to
deliver books and receive returns from, usually, older people who may be
isolated and in need of a chat. Applications will be through Darlington Cares
and open soon.

Jane also encouraged members to sign up for the “5th Friday” meeting on
May 28th when Michelle Thompson will be speaking about her exploits in
Peru, on Kilimanjaro and much more. This is a Club Meeting and we hope
everyone will attend. Jane also reported on a Zoom meeting she had
attended in her role as District Humanitarian Lead the previous evening —
the subject was Social & Community Cohesion and she related this work to
the old Woodpecker Cider advert where all the utilities actually worked
together to dig a hole. The session she said was inspirational as it involved
projects from across Rotary GB&l.

There will be two funerals this week — Stuart Clark’s
on Monday and Mike Swinney’s on Friday — full
details in last week’s report. The Secretary reported
that next week there will be Club Council on
Wednesday and the speaker at the lunchtime
meeting will be Sarah Goldie from Macmillan Cancer

Support. He also wished Jane and other members
Continued overleaf....
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Coming Soon

April
Thursday 23™

10:00 Visit to Husqvarna
Followed by optional lunch

Friday 24" (Central Hall)

12:15 Lunchtime Meeting
Speaker: Sarah Goldie, MacMillan
Cancer Support

May
Friday 1° (Soft Play)

07:15 Breakfast Meeting
Speakers: Reid Street School

Friday 8™ (Central Hall)
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting
Club Annual General Meeting

Friday 15" (Soft Play)
07:15 Breakfast Meeting
Speaker: Mark Dobinson, Tees
Valley Sports

Monday 18™

19:00: Italian Night

Tre Amici, Skinnergate
Details on board circulating

Friday 22" (Soft Play)
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting
Speaker: Susan Rogers, Rotary
Adventurers Club

Thursday 28™
18:30 for 19:00: “Fifth Friday”
Meeting at Bannatyne’s Hotel

Friday 29 (Central Hall)
“Fifth Friday” No Meeting

Other dates for your diary
Young Performers Competition:
Sunday 14" June, 7:00pm at
Darlington Community Theatre

Club Handover: Friday 26" June -
12:00 Central Hall
Details of booking/cost to follow

District Handover: Sunday 5" July
Sue Campbell becomes DG at The
Fed, Lancaster Road, Gateshead
NE11 9JR from 10:30-15:30
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Kenya Dig I1t? continued

going to Mulheim an enjoyable trip and we
look forward to hearing all about their visitin a
couple of weeks.

Our speaker was our own Peter Phillips who
presented a series of slides that encapsulated developments in Vingujini
School, Msambweni, Kenya. Even though many present had previously
heard about the school, it was truly impressive to hear and see the extent of
these developments that Peter has been involved with alongside the
community with his family and friends. Click KENYA UPDATE for slides.

The talk described the three aspects of support:
1) Vingujini School - consistent growth and improvement including toilets,

need for more desks (left) and the joy of sport;

2) Books —working with Just Be a Child, Peter
showed how books travel from donation to
destination (fascinating);

New Foster Home — aimed to accommodate 12
children and currently housing 4, this new
facility includes a community swimming pool as
well as support for the residents (impressive).

Donate a Desk

| "

Peter urged people to visit Kenya when they will
receive a warm welcome, tours of the area and visits
to Rotary Diani. The whole thing is brilliant which
was reflected in a warm vote of thanks given by Brian
Park (who had also prepared the presentation).

Dedicate a desk tn
Kenya full details
from Peter coming
soon (Approx. £30)

Donations Made February 2026

Darlington & District West Indian Association £100
TOTAL £100
March 2026

Kane's World Foundation £500
Old School Boxing Club - Defibrillator £420
TOTAL £920

“Fifth Friday” Meal

Thursday 28" May
tyne’s Hotel, Southend Avenue, Darlington, DL3 7HZ
6:30 for 7:00 start.
Cost £22 —book on Event Hub please

Speaker: Michelle Thompson B.E.M.

“A Life of Fundraising the Hard Way - including my recent trek in Peru”

Wild About Darlington - eflmg’g

Click for BELLBURN SHEET or SCHOOLS SHEET circulated 13" February
1) BELLBURN Lane allotments full details 2) SCHOOLS full details

To sign up to take part or to find out more contact Michelle Thompson.

Dolphin Centre

Breakfasts now in Soft Play. The
Dolphin Centre will be serving our
usual Full English or Continental.
All lunches now in Central Hall -

soup, sandwiches & chips.

PLEASE NOTE: Card payments only

Young Performers
Competition

See Darlington’s new talent
shine

Sunday 14" June from 7:00pm

At the
Darlington Community Theatre

195-199 Northgate,
Darlington DL1 1UB

Tickets: book via the Event Hub

i+ 2%y

Committee Meetings

6pm, Dolphin Centre Function Room or as stated

April 22": PR & Marketing Group
4pm - Café Nero

April 22™: Club Council
4" Wednesday monthly

May 5": International Service
15t Tuesday bimonthly

May 7*": Community Service
15t Thursday monthly (not August)
Darlington Rugby Club, Blackwell Meadows

May 12': Youth Service
2" Tuesday bimonthly
Darlington Rugby Club, Blackwell Meadows

May 21°': Club Service
3" Thursday bimonthly

DARLINGTON ROTARY EVENT HUB
Club events are booked by clicking EVENT HUB or using this
QR code. Events are either “Members Only” or “Public” and
can easily be found by scrolling through.

Club Information
Website: click here
Weekly Reports: click here
Club Diary: click here
Facebook: click here
X: @darlrotary
LinkedIn: #darlingtonrotary

Report: Steve Rose Photos: Tony Marshall

Breakfast News



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UJ-3K9Cannru_Y5ST7bUBazQ4iMn2Mca/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/
https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/about-2
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xevY74IT8ihxRTiPNq_MWmNaq5CffETXSfRysjxGesA/edit?gid=757984568%23gid=757984568
https://www.facebook.com/DarloRotary
http://www.darlingtonrotary.org/event-hub
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aARRqBv37ZKoAVewWw8mtrSNGMoYEGK9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hGau4BYjkTaLlMpjKz3z3pBAD5i8nC5N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xQV73pi1QN3ZuER61h_kOANMAyhdgRXy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lchp9ZNASfNvXyo18CXVPDcv1sYrwJ-i/view?usp=sharing

