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Rotary

Darlington

Friday 10" April 2026

Wild and Wonderful (with a husky voice)

With a deep, husky voice President Jane welcomed 30 members and no
guests or Rotary visitors — 15 apologies were received. It was explained that
the expected speaker, artist Wendi May was indisposed and so our own
Michelle Thompson had stepped in to report on progress of the Wild About
Darlington Project.

Thought for the Day was delivered by Kevin Robinson having just interviewed
a RYLA candidate with President Jane. It was clear that Kevin had been
impressed and inspired by the young woman and used this to encapsulate
his main Thought about his optimism for the future when young people are
given the chance to express themselves. “As we slow down, they speed up,”
he said and exhorted us to give opportunity, mentorship and trust as young
people embrace and hone their “instincts to lead.”

Notices

David Hayward: appealed for marshals to assist St Teresa’s Hospice with
their “Paws Aboard” doggy event at Hopetown on Sunday 10" May...he then
said he had already got enough volunteers. Thanks to all for offering to help;
lan Lyle: Golf! He announced that Andrew Wilson has won the Ron Hall
Trophy (the winter tournament) with lan himself being runner-up. The guest
competition was won by Sandy Anderson who beat Roger James into
second place - oh to be a fly on that wall! Also — Charity Golf Day — 23" July;
Peter Phillips: “Save the Date” Italian Night at Tre Amici - 18™ May - £26.

President Jane, in an ever-increasing impression of Barry White, reflected on
her week.

Jane spoke poignantly about the celebration of Andy Teague’s life held on
Tuesday at St. Andrew’s Church, Haughton. She was especially moved by
the large numbers of Rotarians present who all were there to show
appreciation of a very special person who did much to help us all enjoy our
Rotary experience. Andy’s wife, Jane, spoke at Blackwell Grange and
thanked everyone for their support —she has subsequently written to Rotary
to repeat her thanks and include copies of the service.

If you would like to make a donation in memory of Andy to Prostate Cancer
UK or MacMillan Cancer Support, you can do so
at https://andrewteague.muchloved.com/

Continued overleaf....

Mike Swinney Stuart Clark
We mourn the
passing of Mike who
joinedin 1971 -

architect, golfer, artist, hon.

Funeral: Monday 20" April 12.45pm Elm
Ridge Church then afterwards at Saltfish
Bar Restaurant, 11 Houndgate, DL1 5RF

member and true gent.
Funeral: Friday 24" April,
2pm at Darlington
Crematorium followed by
refreshments at Blackwell
Golf Club

Past Pres. Jeff
won a huge
Easter Egg and
donated it to St.
Teresa’s Hospice
—here with Liz &
grateful staff
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Coming Soon

April
Friday 17™ (Soft Play)
07:15 Breakfast Meeting

Speaker: Peter Phillips — Kenya
Update

Thursday 23™

10:00 Visit to Husqvarna
Followed by optional lunch
(Full details overleaf)

Friday 24™ (Central Hall)
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting
Speaker: To be announced

May
Friday 1° (Soft Play)

07:15 Breakfast Meeting
Speakers: Reid Street School

Friday 8™ (Central Hall)
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting
Club Annual General Meeting

Friday 15" (Soft Play)
07:15 Breakfast Meeting
Speaker: To be confirmed

Friday 22" (Soft Play)
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting
Speaker: To be confirmed

Thursday 28™

18:30 for 19:00: “Fifth Friday”
Meeting at Bannatyne’s Hotel
(see overleaf for details)

Friday 29" (Central Hall)
“Fifth Friday” No Meeting

Other dates for your diary
Young Performers Competition:
Sunday 14" June, 7:00pm at
Darlington Community Theatre
(Full details overleaf)

Club Handover: Friday 26" June -
arrangements to be confirmed
from 12:00

District Handover: Sunday 5" July
Sue Campbell becomes DG at The
Fed, Lancaster Road, Gateshead
NE11 9JR from 10:30-15:30
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Wild and Wonderful (with a husky voice) continued
Jane whisked through the rest of the
week including Community Service
(efficient and busy); Bonus Ball: Nigel
Waterfall-Brown (March 28™) & Ajit
Sarkar (April 4™); Wine Draw won by
Bill Harrison. Secretary Ged S
announced no meetings this week — next Friday’s breakfast will be
addressed by Peter Phillips giving a “Kenya Update”.

Our speaker, Michelle Thompson, was, as we have all come to expect, very
well prepared with a detailed presentation which described Wild About
Darlington from inception to where we are today. She showed again the
slides with the full range of intended outcomes at Bellburn Allotments and
in some of our Rotakids schools.

Central to the presentation were descriptions and slides of what is being
achieved at Bellburn by remediating some wasteland and making it
pollinator friendly as well as a public amenity where local people can relax.
She described how the Allotment Association are engaged and want to
ensure its long-term future.

The presentation ended with thought
provoking slides one of which is
copied left. Full presentation: click
WAD PRESENTATION.

This i
We don’t just meet.

We don’t just talk.
We create.
We connect.
We make a difference.

Vote of thanks given by Steve Rose.

Dolphin Centre

Breakfasts now in Soft Play. The
Dolphin Centre will be serving our
usual Full English or Continental.

All lunches now in Central Hall -
soup, sandwiches & chips.

PLEASE NOTE: Card payments only

“Fifth Friday” Meal

Thursday 28" May
at Bannatyne’s Hotel, Southend Avenue, Darlington, DL3 7HZ
6:30 for 7:00 start.
Cost £22 - book on Event Hub please

Speaker: Michelle Thompson B.E.M.

“A Life of Fundraising the Hard Way - including my recent trek in Peru”

Visit to Husqvarna Factory
Preston Rd, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6UP
Thursday 23™ April

Tour: 10:00-12:00
Followed by optional lunch at The
George & Dragon, Heighington

Limited to 20 places

Book for tour and lunch (or not!)
using Event Hub

Organised by Gary Blenkinsopp

Husqvarna

Young Performers Competition
See Darlington’s new talent shine
Sunday 14" June from 7:00pm

At the Darlington Community Theatre
195-199 Northgate, Darlington DL1 1UB

Tickets £5 available on the Event Hub soon

Wild About Darlington
Click for BELLBURN SHEET or SCHOOLS SHEET circulated 13" February
1) BELLBURN Lane allotments full details 2) SCHOOLS full details

To sign up to take part or to find out more contact Michelle Thompson.

Committee Meetings

6pm, Dolphin Centre Function Room or as stated

April 22": PR & Marketing Group
4pm - Function Room, Dolphin Centre

April 22™: Club Council
4" Wednesday monthly

May 5": International Service
15t Tuesday bimonthly

May 7*": Community Service
15t Thursday monthly (not August)
Darlington Rugby Club, Blackwell Meadows

May 12': Youth Service
2" Tuesday bimonthly
Darlington Rugby Club, Blackwell Meadows

May 21°': Club Service
3" Thursday bimonthly

DARLINGTON ROTARY EVENT HUB
Club events are booked by clicking EVENT HUB or using this
QR code. Events are either “Members Only” or “Public” and
can easily be found by scrolling through.

Club Information
Website: click here
Weekly Reports: click here
Club Diary: click here
Facebook: click here
X: @darlrotary
LinkedIn: #darlingtonrotary

Report: Steve Rose Photos: Tony Marshall
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vl7lpWHhz6itKEv5_KUKm8oDtYHErMlm/view?usp=sharing
https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/
https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/about-2
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xevY74IT8ihxRTiPNq_MWmNaq5CffETXSfRysjxGesA/edit?gid=757984568%23gid=757984568
https://www.facebook.com/DarloRotary
http://www.darlingtonrotary.org/event-hub
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aARRqBv37ZKoAVewWw8mtrSNGMoYEGK9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hGau4BYjkTaLlMpjKz3z3pBAD5i8nC5N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xQV73pi1QN3ZuER61h_kOANMAyhdgRXy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lchp9ZNASfNvXyo18CXVPDcv1sYrwJ-i/view?usp=sharing

