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        Coming Soon 
 

March 
Friday 6th (Soft Play) 
07:15 Breakfast Meeting 
Speaker: Fran Wood, Darlington 
Assistance for Refugees 
 

Saturday 7th  
10:00 An Introduction to Mental 
Health First Aid (details overleaf) 
 

Friday 13th (Central Hall) 
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting 
Speaker: Sue Campbell - “Rotary 
International Assembly in Florida” 
 

Thursday 19th 
District Quiz Final – contact Jane 
Cook for details 
 

Friday 20th (Soft Play) 
07:15 Breakfast Meeting 
Speaker: Sam Binns - “The Ironing 
Man” 
 

Friday 27th (Central Hall) 
12:15 Lunchtime Meeting 
Speaker: Mark Coleman - Diabetes 
UK 
 

April 
Friday 3rd (Soft Play) 
GOOD FRIDAY – No Meeting 
 

Other dates for your diary 
“Fifth Friday” Meal 
Thursday 28th May – Bannatyne’s 
Hotel 6:30 for 7:00 start. Cost 
around £22 – book on Event Hub 
Speaker: Michelle Thompson  
“A Life of Fundraising the Hard Way 
– including my recent trek in Peru” 
 

Club Handover: Friday 26th June – 
lunchtime at The Dolphin Centre 
from 12:00 
 

District Handover: Sunday 5th July 
Sue Campbell becomes DG at The 
Fed, Lancaster Road, Gateshead 
NE11 9JR from 12:00 

Senior Vice President Iain Anderson  
welcomed 30 Rotarians and one honorary 
member along with our speaker Dave  
Watson. They were joined by six Rotarians  
from the Blyth Club, who had travelled  
down on the day. They were President and  
MPHF Jim Schofield, Secretary and PP  
Peter Malone, JVP Janet King, PP and PHF  
Ian Wilson, PP and PHF Lawrie Wise and Rotarian Peter Evans.  
 

The lunch was soup and sandwiches – tomato being the consensus of 
opinion. 
 

Due to faulty sound, Iain gave us two versions of his Grace, the first 
receiving a round of applause – the second not. 
 

Thirteen apologies for absence were announced this was followed by 
Walid’s report. Bill Carter is still in Hospital but responding to treatment. 
Stuart Clark sadly is in Hospital at Durham after suffering a stroke. 
 

SVP Iain then welcomed our speaker and the guests and invited Blyth 
President Jim, to say a few words of greeting. 
 

Following the loyal toast, Iain reported that President Jane, Steve Rose and 
Sue Campbell were attending a Symposium for the District Team in Warwick 
so he read out Jane’s notes from this week’s PR and Marketing group on 
Wednesday - and what had taken place at Council later that day. Thanks 
were expressed to the Treasurer for all his effort in producing the Finance 
Policy. Funds were also voted through to match sponsor the Fun Day out at 
Beamish for 180 children. 
 

Ged announced that the Bonus Ball winners this week were Walid and John 
Wright. The wine draw was won by Chris Wiper. 
 

Iain then introduced our speaker Dave Watson from Darlington Quoits Club. 
Dave gave us an amusing summary of his 86 years. Born in Great Smeaton 
Yorkshire, before moving to Darlington, where after attending University in 
Scotland, he spent most of his working life teaching in Northallerton, before 
finally retiring as assistant head at Hummersknott. 
 

     Darlington Quoits Club is      
     situated behind a fairly  
     non-descript door in a wall  
     on Raby Terrace. Behind  
     that door is pleasant bar  
     and lounge area, with a  
     snooker room, beyond this  
     is the yard where the two  
     quoit pits are situated. 
 

continued overleaf…. 

 

Friday 27th February 2026 

Don’t Quoit Me 

Pic courtesy of Chris Barron 
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Club Information 
Website: click here 

Weekly Reports: click here  
Club Diary: click here 
Facebook: click here  

X: @darlrotary 
LinkedIn: #darlingtonrotary 

DARLINGTON ROTARY EVENT HUB 
Club events are booked by clicking EVENT HUB or using this 
QR code. Events are either “Members Only” or “Public” and 
can easily be found by scrolling through. 

Committee Meetings 
6pm, Dolphin Centre Function Room or as stated 

  

March 3rd: International Service  
1st Tuesday bimonthly 
 

March 5th: Community Service  
1st Thursday monthly (not August)   
Darlington Rugby Club, Blackwell Meadows 
 

March 10th: Youth Service  
2nd Tuesday bimonthly  
Darlington Rugby Club, Blackwell Meadows 
 

March 19th: Club Service  
3rd Thursday bimonthly  
 

March 25th: Club Council 
4th Wednesday monthly  
 

April 8th: PR & Marketing Group  
4pm – Function Room, Dolphin Centre 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Dolphin Centre 
 

Breakfasts now in Soft Play. The 
Dolphin Centre will be serving our 
usual Full English or Continental. 

 

All lunches will now be in Central 
Hall, entrance in Bull Wynd. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Card payments only  

Don’t Quoit Me continued 
Dave, by way of a PowerPoint presentation, ably assisted by Brian Parks, 
gave us a breakdown of the origins of the game. Originally started by the 
Romans, it fell out of favour until the Middle Ages when archers at 
Agincourt had to be stopped from playing in case it damaged their bow 
arms. 
 

He’d brought along some heavy steel quoits, a pin, measuring plate and 
gauge. Dave explained how the club was set up by a group of local 
businessmen, and is the oldest in the country. The very first game in 
Darlington was played outside our very meeting room on waste ground 
where the fountain now sits. 
 

He then showed a diagram of the construction of a court, detailing the 
depth and breadth of clay in the pit, which is set on a bed of ashes, (now 
hard to come by) how far the solid, metre long, spike is set down, so as not 
to move when struck. He then went on to describe the scoring and name 
for each type of throwing technique. 
 

Following Dave’s presentation there was a lively Q & A session from 
members of both clubs before the vote of thanks was given by Rotarian 
Tony Marshall, who is a member of the Quoits Club. 
 

Our club holds an annual Rotary Quoits night with a cup to win, sometime 
in September or October and members are made most welcome by the 
club. All are welcome and help with technique and scoring is gladly given. 
 

Wild About Darlington 
Click for BELLBURN SHEET or SCHOOLS SHEET circulated 13th February 
1) BELLBURN Lane allotments full details    2)    SCHOOLS full details 

 

To sign up to take part or to find out more contact Michelle Thompson. 
 
 

Mental Health 1st Aid 
Training session for Rotarians  

with Mike Daynes 
 

Saturday 7th March 
The Wolfson Suite  

St. Teresa’s Hospice 
 

FREE! 
 

Contact Steve Rose to book 

Games Night 

Hippodrome Visit  
 

15 members and friends enjoyed an 
informative and detailed visit to our 
local theatre – pictured here are the 
Rotarians who went along with guide 
for the day Christopher Wellings. If 
you have ideas for other visits 
please raise with Club Service. 

Left to right: host Tony Marshall, 
speaker Dave Watson, Blyth President 

Jim Schofield, SVP Iain Anderson 
 

Doorknob 
embedded in a 
quoit. 
Pic courtesy of 
Chris Barron 

https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/
https://www.darlingtonrotary.org/about-2
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xevY74IT8ihxRTiPNq_MWmNaq5CffETXSfRysjxGesA/edit?gid=757984568%23gid=757984568
https://www.facebook.com/DarloRotary
http://www.darlingtonrotary.org/event-hub
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aARRqBv37ZKoAVewWw8mtrSNGMoYEGK9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hGau4BYjkTaLlMpjKz3z3pBAD5i8nC5N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xQV73pi1QN3ZuER61h_kOANMAyhdgRXy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lchp9ZNASfNvXyo18CXVPDcv1sYrwJ-i/view?usp=sharing

